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smouldered on either hearth, and were often, by reckless demagogues 
and parties on the race for popular favor, represented as furnishing 
adequate causes for war. In fine, they were both annoying and danger- 
ous. Mr. Secretary Everett, during his brief administration of the De- 
partment of State, suggested the appointment of a joint commission to 
take cognizance of these cases, and, a short time before his retirement 
from office, a convention to that effect was entered into between the two 
governments. The commission consisted of Nathaniel G. Upham, late 
Justice of the Superior Court of New Hampshire, on the part of the 
United States, and Edmund Hornby, on the part of Great Britain. 
They met at London on the 15th of September, 1853, and chose Joshua 
Bates of London as umpire in case of their disagreement. John A. 
Thomas appeared before them as solicitor on the part of the United 
States, James Hannen in behalf of Great Britain and her subjects. 
The claims offered for adjudication exceeded one hundred in number, 
and involved several millions of dollars ; but in less than a year and 
a half the docket was cleared, and appropriations were promptly made 
by Parliament and by Congress for the liquidation of such claims as had 
been held valid. As we have intimated, this commission marks an 
epoch in history ; it demonstrates the feasibility of what a few years 
ago was regarded as the fond dream of weak philanthropists, a High 
Court or Congress of nations ; and among Mr. Everett's numerous 
claims upon enduring gratitude, the time will come when none will 
take precedence of his services in creating the commission whose labors 
this volume records. 



21. — Contributions to the Early History of Perth Amboy and Adjoining 
Country, with Sketches of Men and Events in New Jersey during the 
Provincial Era. By William A. Whitehead. With Maps and 
Engravings. New York: D. Appleton and Co. 1856. 8vo. pp. 
428. 

The title of this book conveys but a very faint idea of the interest 
and importance of its contents. Perth Amboy was long the seat of the 
Provincial government of New Jersey, and its annals were for many 
years virtually those of the Colony. It was the residence of several 
royal governors, among whom were William Burnet, Francis Bernard, 
and William Franklin. Mr. Whitehead has made the history of his 
little city the nucleus for a large and various collection of political, 
ecclesiastical, and biographical details, many of them of no local or brief 
moment. He is a zealous antiquary, an indefatigable seeker in his de- 
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partment of inquiry, and an accomplished writer ; and it matters little 
what spot of earth such a man chooses to write about, — if it is not in- 
teresting, he will make it so. 



22. — Seed-Grain for Thought and Discussion. A Compilation by 
Mes. Anna C. Lowell. Boston: Ticknor and Fields. 1856. 
2 vols. 16mo. pp. 360, 307. 

This is a series of extracts from the best writers, chosen with the 
purpose of stimulating thought and discussion. The compiler originally 
used them in her school, and her having employed this method success- 
fully with her pupils for a series of years prepares us to receive such a 
work from her with the assurance that it is all that it purports to be. 
The work is divided into five parts, which treat respectively of holy 
living ; the religious and moral nature ; the spiritual relations and 
duties ; the outward relations and duties ; and, finally, " the power of 
circumstances, including inherited tendencies and gifts, the mutual in- 
fluence of the moral, intellectual, and emotional parts of our nature, the 
culture of every part, and the variety of gifts and of characters." The 
arrangement is such as to impart to the fragments that make up the 
volumes almost the character of a continuous treatise ; and within equal 
space it is hardly possible to find, whether at first or second hand, so 
much that is devout, grave, wise, suggestive, brilliant, and beautiful. 



23. — Past Meridian. By Mrs. L. H. Sigourney. Second Edition. 
Hartford: F. A. Brown. 1856. 12mo. pp.344. 

" Past Meridian," indeed, by the clock, but not by the still culminat- 
ing sun. Mrs. Sigourney has never before written so wisely, so usefully, 
so beautifully, as in this volume. In saying so, we yield to none in our 
high appreciation of her previous literary merit ; but unless we greatly 
mistake, this is one of the comparatively few books of our day which 
will be read with glistening eyes and glowing heart when all who now 
read it will have gone to their graves. It is written by her in the 
character of one who has passed the meridian of life, and addresses itself 
to sensations and experiences which all whose faces are turned west- 
ward can understand and feel with her. It is much more than the 
" De Senectute " Christianized. It is devotion, philosophy, and poetry 
so intertwined that each is enriched and adorned by the association. 



